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The U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California (Court) is the largest bankruptcy court in the United States. With jurisdiction over seven counties, the Central District covers approximately
40,000 square miles. The Central District is comprised of five divisions: Los Angeles, Northern, Riverside, San Fernando Valley, and Santa Ana. The Court serves the residents of Los Angeles, Orange,
Riverside, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, and Ventura Counties.
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More pro se parties filed for bankruptcy in the Central COUNTY

District than anywhere else in the nation. In 2017, the Court
took in nearly twice as many pro se filings as the runner-up,
the Eastern District of New York, which had 4,793.
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JUDGES CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

In 2017, the Court’s total number of bankruptcy filings
(38,700) was second only to the Northern District of lllinois
(42,467), trailed by the Northern District of Georgia (31,419).
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http://www.cacb.uscourts.gov/forms/debtor%E2%80%99s-request-activate-electronic-noticing-debn
http://www.cacb.uscourts.gov/forms/debtor%E2%80%99s-request-activate-electronic-noticing-debn
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The Central District of California’s high volume of self-represented (pro se) bankruptcy proceedings places exceptional demands on the Court. Of the 67,068 pro se bankruptcy petitions filed
nationally, more than 11 percent of these peitions were filed in the densely populated counties of the Central District. Attorney-represented debtors have a clear advantage: over half of the district’s

pro se cases were dismissed last year, compared to an 8 percent dismissal rate for debtors with legal representation.
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Language Assistance Summary Statistics for 2017 Bankruptcy Petition Preparers (BPPs) Disclosed

Other, 91 According to the U.S. Census in Pro Se Bankruptcy Cases Filed in 2017
Armenian, 65 ' Bureau, a large number of residents
Mandarin, 69

of the Central District's population
Vietnamese, 82 do not speak English in the home.
Korean, 214 Language barriers can limit access
to justice for pro se debtors, many
of whom require assistance with
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interpretation services for over 30
different languages, Spanish chief

among them.
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Some pro se debtors file bankruptcy with the assistance of non-attorneys
called Bankruptcy Petition Preparers (BPPs), whose fees for preparing
documents are limited by statute. Criminal instances of BPPs practicing law
without a license, failing to disclose their involvement in the petition, and
overcharging clients are all too common, to the detriment of many clients
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https://esr.cacb.uscourts.gov/

